
Teachers –  
 

We hope this email finds your year off to a great start! 
 

As time often gets away from us, we wanted to go ahead and send you some information about 
this year’s SC Junior Thespian Festival.  Our goal is to streamline and simplify both the 
information and registration process. 
 

Festival Date: Saturday, April 25th 
Location: Dutchman Creek Middle School, 4757 Mt. Gallant Rd, Rock Hill, SC 
Times: approximated 9:30am-5pm  (more specifics to follow) 
Web page: www.pdascits.org  Then click on JR Thespians tab across the top 
 

Due Dates: 
March 1st, 2020 (on or before) - intent to participate - $25 - ($35 after March 1st up until April 
4th) - There is a link on the website to pay this fee online.  If you need to pay by check, email 
me and I can send you that form. 
On or before the day of the festival - Student Registration Payment- $15 
April 4th, 2020- Students Entered into Categories  
 

What the student fee covers: 
Students who attend the festival may participate in the workshops and/or the Individual Events.   
 

Individual Events: 
Broadway has the Tonys, Hollywood has the Oscars... now Thespians have the Thespys!  The 
International Thespian Excellence Awards, or ThespysTM for short, recognize the highest level of 
achievement in school theatre performance and technical theatre. 
 

This educational program (formerly called NIEs) gives Thespians the opportunity to receive 
constructive feedback on prepared theatrical material and technical designs. Students who achieve 
overall Superiors at their chapter and earn the top scores in their category at the International 
Thespian Festival will earn International Thespian Excellence Awards. (Note: The school must have 
an active troupe at the time of SC Festival for the student to attend nationals during the 
summer.  They may still receive an award at the state level if the school does not). 
 

At the state level, those who achieve the Superior will receive a medal (at the festival).  They will 
also receive (after the festival) a letter from Nationals congratulating them on their award. 
 

Individual Events offered at our festival: 
Acting   Musical   Tech    Film 
Monologue  Solo Musical   Costume Design  Short Film 
Duet Acting  Duet Musical   Sound Design 
Group Acting  Group Musical   Scenic Design 
       Stage Management 
       Theatre Marketing   
       Lighting Design 
       Makeup Design- NEW 
       Costume Construction 
Rubrics: 
On our webpage you will find a link to the IE Guidebook and a link that will take you to all of the 
up-to-date rubrics.  The guidebook can be overwhelming, so there is also a checklist that breaks 
things down and makes the information easier to digest. 

New category - Makeup Design!!!!!!  Check it out and ask any questions you may have. 
 

 

http://www.pdascits.org/


Chartering a Troupe: 
While it is not required for schools to have an active troupe to attend and participate in the 
workshops and IE’s at the state festival, there are several benefits for both the teacher and the 
student. 
 

Teacher Benefits: 
Teachers become a professional member by chartering a new Thespian or Junior Thespian 
troupe. Troupe directors are full professional members of EdTA. All professional, pre-professional, 
affiliate, and emeritus members of EdTA receive the following benefits: 

 Access to the Theatre Education Community, a place to network, exchange ideas, get 
advice, and interact with others who share a passion for theatre and theatre education. 

 Special member rates for purchasing educational resources sold through EdTA. 
 Special EdTA member rates for all Association events and educational programs. 
 A subscription to Dramatics magazine (six issues, bimonthly). 
 A subscription to Teaching Theatre journal (six issues, bimonthly). 
 Eligibility to apply for EdTA grants and scholarships. 
 Networking opportunities with other arts educators. 
 Advocacy support and representation. 
 Application assistance for royalty discounts on non-musical productions for active troupes. 

Details on www.schooltheatre.org 
  

Student Benefits: 
Junior Thespians, for a one-time induction fee of $12, receive many of the same benefits as high 
school thespians: 

 A Junior Thespian induction pin. 
 A personalized membership card and certificate. 
 Ability to begin their high school careers with half of the Thespian points required for high 

school induction. 
 Leadership opportunities at the troupe and chapter levels (per chapter policy). 
 Eligibility to receive Junior Thespian honor items. 
 A bumper sticker that reads: Proud parent of a theatre arts honor student. 

EDTA does provide a point system, but this is just a guide.  Each school is encouraged to develop 

their own unique point system that allows their students to be successful. Many schools have found 

that by having this “Honor Society” with formal inductions has helped to legitimize their programs in 
the eyes of the administration and larger community. It is also an additional way to honor and reward 
your students. 
  
The competition packet with more specifics will be emailed at the end of October/beginning of 
November.  In the meantime, check out the website, rubrics and new category Makeup Design! 
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have questions about anything!   
 
Shannon Horn, South Carolina JR Thespian Rep 
shorntheatre4life@gmail.com 
 
Elizabeth Klipa, 2020 Festival Host 
eklipa@rhmail.org 

 

http://www.schooltheatre.org/
mailto:shorntheatre4life@gmail.com
mailto:eklipa@rhmail.org

